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Douglas Macleod, left, as the coach, Stephen Spender as .Iacqzjes Plante and Bar’iing'as Jacqueline.
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MARTIN MORROW marriage with a hockey-mad hubby (Doug ﬁ mg is fmmy am:i accurate and Violet's Harle-
CaLGaRrY HERALD McKeag) who feels uncomfortable expressing - quin-style fantasies about her suave Jacques are
’ his love for his wife and sneeringly refers to a dahght.
ood news, theatre fans. After sev- Plante as a “French fairy” > may, be_ due in large part to Wilson's

eral unsuccessful shots on'goal this The play follows Violet and ]acques parallel
__season, Lunchbox Theatre has fi- lives until he joins the Maple Leafs in 1970, al-
| nally scored with its latest play, lowing her to finally meet the man of her elabo-

pathetm pexf&rmance as Violet, at once

- Jacques Plante and the Parkdale - rately knitted fantasnes anly to have them un-
Knmmg League. : ravel. ;.
- Paul McLaughlin’s ccxmedyf‘cimma is a sweet, ReviEw = Mcl.aughhn a veteran

- Toronto broadcaster and .
journalist who has only re-
cently turned to playwrit-

avff?ctmﬂ g little piece about a Toronto house-
wife’s unvequited love for the great goaitendex;, sl I
which touches lightly but poignantlyonfan .. ;nqéhe 'ia???d?‘éz
worship and gently punctures the macho aura bn;alnlgMeigue. :
surrounding Canada’s national sport. i lz a L‘.Ju né{t:}b ox

. Hardto behezve it, but Plante was once called a Th'eatre rodu
cowd for being the first NHL goalie to insist tion d;repcted b
on wearing a mask (“smart” would beamore Bartl ey Bard. At
suitable epithet). But then Plante never did fit - Bow Vallay
the pld he-man image of a hockey player; hehad today to Jan ‘9
a*;ﬁ:h _em& ﬁﬁergm hewrote pcetrv, and— . 'I"ckets’ $9

-Jacques Plante

_'senes of s c;hmt’scenes skate
Bartley Bard’s expert direc-

. Jacques:
(Stephen Spender) the ob]ect of affection for Vi-
olet Henderson (Barbara Gates Wilson), a

k Wisniewski also rises to the occasion
hockey-arena set that smoothly incorpo-

tutes mascuhmty“ have

hockey widow living in the Toronto neighbour-  out of five madeafewstridesfor- .. ratesthe Canadxens dressmg—room and Violet’s
hood of Parkdale who finds herself romanticiz- s ward since then.. ' .'Iu%:chen. :

ing about the Canadiens’ netminder as she sends The show has some melodramatic lapsesand _\,Ultzmatelyg Mc ughlin’s show doesn't quite
him endless fan letters and knitting patterns. ~ scenes that look as if they were lifted from those . * measure up to Ken Brown’s Life After Hockey,

Violet (who describes herself as being “plain earnest Heritage Minutes the Comedy Network;

‘ -the best play on the subject, but it's cer-
~asthe day aslong”) isstuckin a typical dead-end  loves to spoof. But much of McLaughlin's writ- .

amly not for lack of charm.




